
                                                                                         

   FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

THE R&A AND THE USGA RELEASE 2016 EDITION OF RULES OF GOLF 

Modification of Disqualification Penalties for Breach of Score Card Rule and  
Artificial Device/Unusual Equipment Rule 

Withdrawal of Rule on Ball Moving After Address 

Implementation of Previously Announced Anchoring Rule 

FAR HILLS, N.J., USA, and ST. ANDREWS, SCOTLAND (Oct. 26, 2015) – The R&A and the United States Golf Association 
(USGA) today announced the publication of the 2016 edition of the Rules of Golf that takes effect on Jan. 1, 2016. The new Rules 
book is the culmination of the normal four-year review cycle and is a collaborative work by The R&A and the USGA that applies 
worldwide to all golfers. 

Among the most significant of the changes in the 2016 edition of the Rules are the following: 

·    Withdrawal of Rule on Ball Moving After Address - Rule 18-2b (Ball Moving after Address) has been withdrawn. This means that 
if a ball at rest moves after the player addresses it, the player is no longer automatically deemed to have caused the ball to move. 
A one-stroke penalty under Rule 18-2 will be applied only when the facts show that the player has caused the ball to move. 

·    Limited Exception to Disqualification Penalty for Submission of Incorrect Score Card - A new exception has been introduced to 

Rule 6-6d (Wrong Score for Hole) to provide that a player is not disqualified for returning a lower score for a hole than actually 
taken as a result of failing to include penalty strokes that the player did not know were incurred before returning the score card. 
Instead, the player incurs the penalty under the Rule that was breached and must add an additional penalty of two strokes for the 
score card error. In all other cases in which a player returns a score for any hole lower than actually taken, the penalty will continue 
to be disqualification. 

·    Modification of Penalty for a Single Impermissible Use of Artificial Devices or Equipment - The penalty for a player’s first breach 
of Rule 14-3 (Artificial Devices, Unusual Equipment and Abnormal Use of Equipment) during the round has been reduced from 
disqualification to loss of hole in match play or two strokes in stroke play. The penalty for any subsequent breach of Rule 14-3 will 
continue to be disqualification.  

·    Prohibition on Anchoring the Club While Making a Stroke - As announced in May 2013, the new Rule 14-1b (Anchoring the 
Club) prohibits anchoring the club either “directly” or by use of an “anchor point” in making a stroke. The penalty is loss of hole in 
match play or two strokes in stroke play. 

Thomas Pagel, senior director of the Rules of Golf at the USGA, said, “The objective with each four-year cycle of the Rules is to 
monitor developments in the game and, when appropriate, to respond with changes that keep the best interests of the game in 
mind. The amendments for 2016 preserve and enhance the essential principles of the Rules, while at the same time ensuring that 
they reflect the evolution of the game.” 

David Rickman, executive director – Rules and Equipment Standards at The R&A, said, “We continually look at ways we can 
improve and clarify the Rules of Golf. The R&A and the USGA collaborate closely and we consult with our respective national and 
international advisory members to produce a code of Rules that is relevant to all golfers around the world.” 

Additional Comments on the Principal Changes  

Under Rule 18-2b, a player whose ball moved after address was automatically presumed to have caused the ball to move. In 2012, 
an Exception to Rule 18-2b was introduced to cover situations where it was known or virtually certain that the player had not 
caused the ball to move, but the application of that standard was not always clear. The withdrawal of Rule 18-2b means that there 



no longer will be any presumption and that the same overall test in Rule 18-2 will apply to all actions by the player: if the facts show 
that the player’s addressing of the ball or other actions caused the ball to move, the player will incur a one-stroke penalty.  

The introduction of the new Exception under Rule 6-6d will maintain the importance of returning an accurate score card by 
penalizing the player two strokes for the score card error in addition to the penalty for the original underlying breach of the Rules. In 
all other cases where a player returns a score card with a score lower than actually taken on a hole, the player will continue to be 
disqualified. 

In addition to the revised penalty for a player’s first breach of Rule 14-3 during a round, a statement has been introduced at the 
beginning of Rule 14-3 to explain that the governing bodies are guided by the principle that “success should depend on the 
judgment, skills and abilities of the player” in determining whether use of any artificial device or item of equipment is in breach of 
the Rule. 

The R&A and the USGA announced in 2013 that new Rule 14-1b prohibiting anchoring the club in making a stroke would take 
effect in the 2016 edition of the Rules. The Rule was adopted following an extensive review by both organizations. For an 
explanation of the reasons for adopting Rule 14-1b and for guidance on applying the Rule, see www.usga.org/anchoring.  

With the support of Rolex, printed copies of the Rules of Golf are now available from the USGA and The R&A. More detailed 
information on recent changes and the complete Rules of Golf can also be found at usga.org via this link and randa.org.  

Notes to Editors: 

MEDIA ASSETS:  Photos, illustrations and documents that depict scenarios that may apply to the aforementioned Rules can be 
downloaded for educational, instructional or editorial use via the following link: 2016 Rules of Golf Edition. Video assets can be 
accessed here: 2016 Rules of Golf Video Clips 

The 2016 Edition of the Rules of Golf book is now available from the USGA, for those in the United States and Mexico. Ordering 
information can be found here: USGA Rules Book orders. Decisions books will be available in November. The USGA’s free Rules 
of Golf app, as well as the complete Rules and Decisions listings on usga.org, will be updated on Jan. 1, 2016. An updated version 
of the Spanish translations will also be available on usga.org as of January 1, 2016. 

Rolex has been a longtime partner of the USGA and supporter of the game in the United States. In addition to its support of the 
Rules, Rolex supports the USGA’s national championships, including the U.S. Open, U.S. Women’s Open, U.S. Senior Open, U.S. 
Amateur, U.S. Women’s Amateur, as well as the Walker Cup and Curtis Cup Matches. 

About The USGA 

The USGA conducts the U.S. Open, U.S. Women’s Open and U.S. Senior Open, as well as 10 national amateur championships, 
two state team championships and international matches, attracting players and fans from more than 160 countries. Together with 
The R&A, the USGA governs the game worldwide, jointly administering the Rules of Golf, Rules of Amateur Status, equipment 
standards and World Amateur Golf Rankings. The USGA’s reach is global with a working jurisdiction in the United States, its 
territories and Mexico, serving more than 25 million golfers and actively engaging 150 golf associations. 

The USGA is one of the world’s foremost authorities on research, development and support of sustainable golf course 
management practices. It serves as a primary steward for the game’s history and invests in the development of the game through 
the delivery of its services and its ongoing “For the Good of the Game” grants program. Additionally, the USGA’s Course Rating 
and Handicap systems are used on six continents in more than 50 countries. 

For more information about the USGA, visit usga.org. 

About The R&A  

Based in St. Andrews, The R&A runs The Open, elite amateur events, international matches and rankings. Together The R&A and 
the USGA govern the sport of golf worldwide, operating in separate jurisdictions but sharing a commitment to a single code for the 
Rules of Golf, Rules of Amateur Status and Equipment Standards. The R&A governs worldwide, outside of the United States and 
Mexico, with the consent of 152 organizations from amateur and professional golf and on behalf of over 30 million golfers in 138 
countries. 

The R&A is committed to working for golf and supports the growth of the sport internationally and the development and 
management of sustainable golf facilities. 

C 2015 United States Golf Association.  All Rights Reserved. 
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